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f. 8v, Twelve sybils announce the Lord's arrival.

• Shelf mark: Add. Ms. 18851.

• Date: last decade of the 15th c.

• Provenance: Flanders.

• Size: 230 x 160 mm.

• 1046 pages, all illuminated.

• Bound in embossed,

    brown leather.

• Full-colour

   commentary 

   volume.
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Conceived of as the most luxurious Flem-

ish breviary, with each page masterfully il-

luminated by the fi nest Flemish painters: 

the Master of the Dresden Prayerbook, 

Gerard Horenbout, Gerard David, etc. An 

outstandingly magnifi cent manuscript of 

peerless beauty.

Having more texts than a book of hours, 

the breviary allows illuminators more artis-

tic license, resulting in a greater variety of 

images.

Isabella the Catholic was given the 

manuscript in 1497 by her ambassador 

Francisco de Rojas on the occasion of 

the double marriage of her children, the 

Infante John of Asturias and Infanta Joan-

na, to the children of emperor Maximilian 

of Austria and duchess Mary of Burgundy, 

Margaret and Philip.



f. 132r, David cursed by Shimei. f. 354r, Annunciation and the tree of Jesse.

(f. 132 r) 



f. 180r, Psalm 118, verse 81 (at Sext): Jacob's ladder. f. 412v, James the Great.



f. 13v, Extraction of prime matter and its four elements.

• Shelf mark: 

Harley 3469.

• Date: 1582.

• Provenance: Germany

• Size: 230 x 330 mm.

• 100 pages, 22 full-page 

illuminations.

• Bound in crimson leather

decorated with gold.

• Full-colour commentary volume.
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SPLENDOR SOLIS
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This codex, dated 1582, is the most beau-

tiful treatise on alchemy ever made. The 

imagination and lyricism of its truly marvel-

lous illustrations are awe-inspiring even to 

those not familiar with this subject.

This sumptuously illustrated treatise is 

attributed to Salomon Trismosin, possibly 

a pen name of Ulrich Poysel, the master of 

the legendary Paracelsus. The secrets of 

kabbalah, astrology and alchemic symbol-

ism are revealed on 22 folios bearing full-

page illustrations with a wealth of colour 

and almost Baroque profusion of detail.

The codex has 100 pages written in 

a dainty, German Gothic script. The text 

is embellished with enormous, lavishly 

decorated initials that are, in themselves, 

a delight to behold.



f. 26r, The sun rules in the sign of Leo.f. 19v, Rebis, the perfect hermaphrodite, with the philosophical egg.



f. 158v, The encounter of the three living and the three dead.

THE BOOK OF HOURS OF JOANNA I 
OF CASTILE, JOANNA THE MAD
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• Shelf mark: Add. Ms. 35313.

• Date: c.1500.

• Provenance: Ghent.

• Size: ± 237 x 168 mm.

• 482 illuminated pages and 75

   full-page illuminations.

• Full-colour commentary

   volume (432 p.).

The illuminations in this exceptional Book 

of Hours are the work of the Master of 

James IV of Scotland (Gerard Horen-

bout). Horenbout and Simon Bening are 

recognized as the leading Flemish illumi-

nators of the fi rst half of the 1500s. 

The miniatures are characterised by 

their three-dimensional realism and great 

sophistication, particularly those that il-

lustrate the cycle of the Passion. The fac-

es,  charged with emotion, along with the 

liveliness and realism of the illuminated 

scenes, make this codex one of the most 

impressive works by the Flemish artist.
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•	Shelf mark: Add. Ms. 24098
•	Date: c. 1540
•	Provenance: Bruges
•	Size: ± 220 x 145 mm
•	Size of the illuminations:  

115 x 84 mm
•	60 pages, most of them with a full-

page illumination
•	Miniatures by Simon Bening
•	Full-colour commentary volume  

(256 p.) by Carlos Miranda (Doctor 
in History)

The person for whom this marvelous 
Book of Hours was made is still un-
known. Running along the bottom of 
the pages in the calendar is a series of 
images of great interest. They depict 
sports activities and other pastimes 
typical of the period when the manu-
script was made. One of the games 
portrayed is golf, the reason why this 
book is also known as the “Golf Book”. 
In addition to these small, marginal 
scenes, the pages of the calendar are 
characterised by a series of miniatures 
depicting daily work and leisure activi-
ties typical of the 16th century. 

Tel. UK +44 (0)20 7193 4986 / Tel. USA +1 305 831 4986 f. 19v, February

golf book
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• Shelf mark: Sloane Ms. 4016.

• Date: 1440.

• Provenance: Italy. 

• Size: 380 x 260 mm.

• 218 pages, all illuminated.

• Bound in embossed, dark green

   leather.

• Full-colour commentary volume.
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Herbal manuscripts preserve ancient 

Greek and Arabic writings describing the 

medical uses of plants. The major texts 

were translated into Latin in the Middle 

Ages and often illustrated. 

This mid-15th century manuscript con-

tains an alphabetical list of simples: reme-

dies derived from single natural resources. 

Each simple is captioned with the plant’s 

name and synonym, or a translation of its 

Arabic name. A richly illustrated codex 

with practically no text such as this one 

may have been made for book collectors 

as well as for medicinal use.
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